
OSHA recently revised its Hazard Communication Standard to align with the United Nations’ Globally 
Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS).  Two significant changes con-
tained in the revised standard require the use of new labeling elements and a standardized format for 
Safety Data Sheets (SDS), formerly known as Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS). 

Safety Data Sheets  
Information contained in a Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is the same information currently found in a Mate-
rial Safety Data Sheet (MSDS).  New SDS’s will have a uniform format and will include section num-
bers (a total of 16), headings and associated information under each section. 

 

 

 

 

 

HAZARD COMMUNICATION STANDARD UPDATE 2014 

SAFETY DATA SHEETS 

Section 1 IDENTIFICATION:  This section includes a description of the product, who manufactured it, con-
tact information and how to or not to use it. 

Section 2 HAZARD IDENTIFICATION:  This section identifies the hazards posed by the chemical along 
with the information that’s required to be on the chemical’s label including the pictograms, signal 
word, hazard statements and precautionary statements. 

Section 3 COMPOSITION/INFORMATION OF INGREDIENTS:  This section identifies the ingredients con-
tained in the product which are known to be hazardous substances. 

Section 4 FIRST-AID MEASURES:  This section describes the initial care that should be given by untrained 
responders to an individual who has been exposed to the chemical.  Information found here may 
include: first-aid instructions by relevant routes of exposure and a description of the most impor-
tant symptoms or effects. 

Sample Safety Data Sheet (1st Page) 

What’s new? 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are being 
replaced with new Safety Data Sheets (SDS).  
SDS’s will contain the same information as 
found in a current MSDS in a new format. 

Benefits 
New SDS’s will be consistent and will match in-
formation found on the container label.  The 
change-over to new SDS’s has begun and will 
take several years. 

MSDS SDS = 

MSDS/SDS  
are available from 
your Department 

Foreman. 
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Section 5 
 

FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES:  This section provides recommendations for fighting a fire caused by 
the chemical, including suitable extinguishing equipment, provisions for unique circumstances, fire-
fighter protective equipment and other relevant information. 

Section 6 
 

ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES:  This section provides recommendations on the appropriate 
response to spills, leaks or releases - including containment and clean-up practices to prevent or mini-
mize exposure to people, properties or the environment. 

Section 7 
 

HANDLING AND STORAGE:  This section provides guidance on the safe handling practices and con-
ditions for safe storage of chemicals including precautions for safe handling, minimizing the release of 
the chemical into the environment and providing advice on general hygiene practices. 

Section 8 
 

EXPOSURE CONTROLS/PERSONAL PROTECTION:  This section indicates the recognized expo-
sure limits, engineering controls/work practices and personal protective measures that can be used to 
minimize worker exposure. 

Section 9 
 

PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES:  This section describes the chemical’s characteristics 
such as its normal appearance, odor, solubility, boiling, melting and freezing points (to list a few). 

Section 10 STABILITY AND REACTIVITY:  This section describes the reactivity hazards of the chemical and the 
chemical’s stability information.  It’s broken into three parts: reactivity, chemical stability and other.  Re-
active chemical information would indicate if the material could vigorously polymerize, decompose, 
condense or will become self-reactive under certain conditions; chemical stability information will indi-
cate whether the chemical is stable or unstable, including potential hazardous conditions; other infor-
mation would include possible hazardous reactions, conditions to avoid, incompatible  materials and 
any hazardous decomposition products. 

Section 11 TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION:   This section identifies toxicological and health effects information 
or indicates such data is not available.  Information includes: potential routes of exposure, known 
health effects and symptoms, the numerical measures of toxicity and if the chemical has been identified 
to have any cancer-causing properties. 

Section 12 ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION:   (non-mandatory) 

Section 13 DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS:  (non-mandatory) 

Section 14 TRANSPORTATION:   (non-mandatory) 

Section 15 REGULATORY INFORMATION:   (non-mandatory) 

Section 16 “OTHER” INFORMATION:   (non-mandatory) 
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New Container Label 

SDS MSDS = 




